SOUTH SUFOLK NEWSLETTER

As we are experiencing severe wet weather it is a good time for m@etmside and get a
newsletterout to breeders.

Our breed tour was this year based in Timarutba 17 & 18of May andit waswonderful to
have over forty pasbr present breeders in attendance. It was great to see many of our past
breeders, this is a good way for them to staydlved and | hope the invite will continue to be
extended in future years.

Tour details for day one included a trip to Heartland Cfaptory at mmpr
Washdyke a family owned businessvhere we enjoyed seeing the chiﬂ | ‘
making process and then sampling the end product!! The Waidale Stug o
Ike Williams was next, here we viewed ram and ewe hoggets s o

Romney ram hoggets. It was pleasio see both breeds showing real me
| know this is something lke has been striving for and from what we sa
is certainly achieving this goalsolid quick maturing stock. A robotic dai
farm owned by the Ulrich Family was next. After an infoim@abver view
of the farm and shed we were able to walk through the shed to witness
seltfeeding aml robotic milking in process. | antillsnot convinced to

Lunchwasat Albury- specialthanks to Peter Divan anus team of local ladies who provided a
lovely lunchandto Silver Fern &ms for generously donatingeatfor the BBQ.



To start the afternoon we visited the Camp Vall
Stud of Peter Divan wheree viewed his ewes, FEESSSSSE ==
ram and ewe hoggets.It was peasing to see g y
some top quality ewes, as good as you would 3
anywhere in the country. The future looks ve
positive for this stud.

Wide 0 -

Next was to Hanepdndud aFBefmiority ’ s W
Station. This is one of our oldest registered studs having

moved from Waterton, Mid Canterbury, to the hills of Cave,

South Canterbury, in 2008. It has been a big change for

Chris and Annabelle as well as foe stock. Waterton has

always produced quality stock and this continues today

with top quality animalsgain on display.

The last stop for day one was to a museum of shearing memorabilia atiRec Goul d’ s
Pleasant PointA wonderful display of all things shearing related, this is a collection by a
passionate former sheargwe all enjoyed thelisplayandRi chi e’ s entertaining




The day concluded with our aoal dinner which
included moreSilver Fern Farms producithe
meal was followed byguest speaker and past
breeder, Merv King, who shared his life of
farming, dog trialing, horse racing and nya
funny maments along the journey. Aenjoyable
: . #& and entertaining climax to what had been a busy
WSS oy
Day two of the tour was based in North Otago, our day started viewing the cheese making
process at Whitestone Cheeses. We sampled some of this taugrrand had the opportunity
to make puchases. Onto Totara Estatehitoric farm from which the first ever shipment of

frozen mutton left NZ in 1882, thus launching an industry that put Totara Estate on thel map.
don’t think t he rhealthwaedrsaetyd mygee siahdardsobdch ip thase days!

ClarksFlour Mill plannedas part of Totara Estatehe mill has been rstored to operating
condition. As a groupwe were shown around before the mill was run giving us all an
opportunity to see howcomplex the milling process wasour fore fathers certainly were very
entrepreneurial!!

Lunch break at Maheno.

Next to Kuriheka, distorical homestead which isurrently run by Tim
Nichols, a great grandson of the original owner. This place houses pai
by renowned artists, t he worl d’

furniture from Chippendale and Sheration. This wasra@resting place to
spendtime androam around. '




Finally for the day we Vi si tug We Wewedkamaoygets;Sue L
as a line they were well grown asgood as you would see arount.was pleasing to hear

Mar k’”s comments on how thised plositite lineodag anarleet Ther e s e
improvementin EMAfigures over the years wengositive and a good selling point.

Back to Timaru after what | thought was a yeanteresting and varied tourThanks to all
breeders who klped in any way to maki sucha success. My personal thanks to Annabelle
and Chris Hampton and Sue and Mark Lawerence for the extra work put in.

| hope those who attended this tour enjoyed it as much as | did, sheep, dsitieays find it a
positive experience catching up wibreeder colleagug. The next tour planned for 2019 will be
based in our Southern arealook forward to seeing you then!!!

I n closing I7d | ike t whoinas
recently retired from her positioms secretary/treasurer of
the Notthern South Island Club, aftdifteen years in the
role!' A wonderful contribution, all breeders are trul
grateful to you Ngaire and wish you well in your retireme

To all breeders, | wish you a good lambing and hope
weather is kind.

Look forwardo catching up in the spring.
Regards

Stuart



